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Visual imagery are powerful tools for expressing ideas. 
We live in a world where stories happen simultaneously. 
Each person and place has an entire unique history, 
yet each of these individual histories were written 
concurrently. I want to show that architecture is more 
than a profession or artistic expression, it’s part of a 
bigger picture that shapes our world. In this portfolio 
I wanted to explore the contrast between reality and 
fantasy by telling stories that happen uniquely but come 
together to form the complete narrative of our reality. 
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CAPSTONE PROJECT - A’ZAWIYA 
George Washington University
Studio 5 | IA 4500 | 5 months 
Prof. Matthew Stone
Washington, DC

Meditation is an integral part of many religions around the world. 
Praying, the heart of religious practice, is essentially a form of 
meditation in itself. In today’s world, we are distracted by the stresses 
of everyday life. This can have a downward effect on our mental and 
physical wellbeing. 

The space is meant to help its users recharge, meditate, and take time 
out for themselves. The main purpose is to promote better spiritual, 
mental, and physical health practices while combating extremism 
and discrimination against Islam by returning, meditation, a lost but 
essential practice to our daily lives.

“A’Zawiya”, translates to “The Corner”, is a space in Islam dedicated 
for meditation. This concept has been brought to life by defining a 
rectangle proportional to the site, and overlapping it with another 
rectangle in the same size but directed towards the “Qibla” (direction 
of prayer towards Mecca). This in turn achieved corners that serve as 
functional spaces. 

The two towering structures situated at the top represent both 
meditation and religion. They overlap each other with nature as the 
homogenous element that ties the two to one another. The building is 
situated on the ground and beneath it allowing for a true immersion in 
nature.



ATRIUM



S I T E  C O N T E X T

I chose the McMillan Sand Filtration Site because of it’s 
rich history and beautiful architecture that unintentionally 
looks meditative. The arches show great similarity with 
typical Islamic architecture but in a modern sense. The 
vast park gives the freedom to explore what I can do with 
the architecture of the space in terms of combining the 
existing structures and integrating the new design. 
The site had many proposed projects most of which 
were multi-use commercial and residential, but have 
been rejected by the community and residences of the 
area due to their fear of it being gentrified because most 
residences come from low to middle income, forcing 
them to move. 
My proposal designs a space that the local community 
can be proud of and gather at, and invite other 
communities without gentrifying the area.



MCMILLAN SAND FILTRATION SITE
WASHINGTON, DC



The four Islamic prayer positions.

C O N C E P T  D E V E L O P M E N T

I chose OVERLAP as the concept for defining my spaces and 
architectural elements. The main purpose of the space is to 
overlap Spirituality and Meditation and Nature together, it made 
sense to literally have elements overlap together to create 
dynamic and unique spaces



Space and circulation analysis of 
different approaches. Taken from 
mosque circulation analysis.

The layout of the existing floorplan 
consists of rectangular bays. I took 
one bay and overlapped it with a 
porpotional bay tilted to the direction 
of prayer to define functional spaces. 



LEVEL 1 FLOOR PLAN

LEVEL 2 FLOOR PLAN

SECTION PERSPECTIVE SOUTH SIDE

F I N A L  D E S I G N

LANDSCAPE FLOOR PLAN



ENTRANCE

CAFE ENTRANCE OUTDOOR



LEVEL 1 CAFE

LEVEL 2 CAFE

FEMALE PRAYER ROOM



STEELCASE NEXT STUDENT COMPETITION 
George Washington University
Studio 4 | IA 4400 | 6 weeks 
Prof. Matthew Stone
Denver, Colorado

A lack of employee recognition in an office space leads to increased conflict and 
low productivity. To achieve social and career well-being in spaces, workplaces 
that consistently reward employees is crucial. Incorporating architectural elements 
and graphic displays that encourages them in a public form can be very effective. 
Communal garden spaces contribute to workplace rewarding, by allowing people to 
interact with nature, such as taking care of a plant when they are stressed, or reading a 
book during break, produces a sense of ownership of the space.

The office space design brings in the natural elements of Colorado and merges it with 
the man-made elements. The angled and interchanging wooden poles subconsciously 
suggest the carving of the mountains and shaping of topographic spaces. Mountainous 
areas have been carved by man to be able to shape roads and create livable spaces. 

Having a work environment that the employees can take ownership of and shape, 
creates a healthy and comfortable environment. By allowing nature to take over the 



RCP

FLOOR PLAN



PATTERNS OF NATURE 
TRANSFORMING DUE TO 
INDUSTRIALIZATION 





GW INNOVATION CENTER -GROUP STUDENT 
COMPETITION
Fall 2018 | 4 weeks

Washington, DC
*FIRST PLACE WINNER

The innovation center at the GW Engineering building is supposed to be a space for 
students that provokes reativity and teamwork, but feels unwelcoming, unattractive 
and hidden from the GW community. With the concept of overlap, we are able to create 
dynamic interests and flexible spaces that evolve and suit different needs. By allowing 
the flexibility for multiple functional areas that could serve different purposes, we 
designed the space to be more welcoming and efficient.

Responsibilities:
Concept development 
Sketching
SketchUp Building 
Photoshop
Project Book



Preliminary Sketches





Detail construction drawing and millwork of the wooden 
hallway bench and storage. 



GRAVELLY POINT PARK PAVILLION
GROUP PROJECT
George Washington University
Studio 4 | IA 4400 | 2 weeks
Prof. Matthew Stone

Washington, DC

Gravelly Point is almost exclusively visited to experience the planes flying into Ronald 
Reagan Airport given the park’s proximity to the landing strips. Oftentimes visitors 
congregate around the southern edge of the park because of how low the plane flies 
overhead, leaving the rest of the large expanse unattended to. Inspired by gravity, this 
piece attempt to pull users towards the empty space by gradually becoming denser 
towards the focal point. The intrigue produced by this gradation and the variety in the 
forms entice the users to interact with the structures and adds a new experience to a 
space that was previously unilateral. 

Responsibilities:
Concept Development
Sketching
Rendering
Presentation





EAST ELEVATION

WEST ELEVATION



INDIVIDUAL STRUCTURES



RACINE
George Washington University
Studio 3 | IA 3300 | 5 weeks
Prof. Cristina Filipescu

Versailles, France

The renewal of the Bauhaus style building at Potager du Roi into a restaurant  and 
demonstration kitchen brings a new contemporary experience in the 17th century 
garden. This proposal celebrates the core of the garden, roots. By evolving the interior 
by using the principles of a datum with a linear organization that is inspired by the 
structures of a root, the building is enhanced and offers a unique experience for the 
users. 

This is seen through developing a central artery to which the users navigate through in 
the space, and all functions are organized around it as a central datum. 



2nd FLOOR PLAN

1st FLOOR PLAN





KIT OF PARTS:
VOID AND DENIAL
George Washington University
Studio 1 | IAD 2200 | 6 weeks

Prof. Jessica Bonnes

This project explores the visual representation of emotions that are sequestered, 
through the internal dialogue between oneself and emotions. Being in denial of one’s 
feelings and unintentionally locking them, creating an internal void. 

The inspiration came from the eclipse, when the moon denies us of sunlight, the world 
becomes dark. The darkness creates the illusion of nothingness, which gives us the 
sense of void. When we deny our emotions and lock them in a corner, a void is created 
within ourselves. Even though it exists, it becomes inaccessible and out of reach. The 
glass monolith represents the emotions locked up, one can look at it with longing, but 
cannot reach it.



PERSPECTIVE

FLOOR PLAN

AERIAL VIEW

SECTION



Artworks 

Art has always been a way of expressing myself and my ideas, it’s an outlet that allows 
me to express my imagination visually. Travelling inspires me to look at the world 
through different lenses and reimagine what they could be. This section showcases my 
personal gallery of artworks I’ve done during my free time inspired by my travels.



Planet 305

Picture taken at McMillan Sand Filtration Site, photoshopped and collaged.



Tokyo City Lights

Hand digitally illustrated using Concepts App.



Tokyo City Drive

Hand digitally illustrated using Concepts App.



The Cost of Daydreaming

Hand digitally illustrated using Concepts App.



 

SKILLS

EDUCATION

Interior Architecture | 2019 | George Washington Univeristy

Math and Physics | 2015 | King’s College London
Foundation year in Math and Physics to further expand 

knowledge in engineering and science. 

EXPERIENCE

ORGANIZATIONS

AWARDS

   Arlington, VA

   202 702 5929

   designsbymha@gmail.com

   mahaalamri.com

   linkedin.com/in/mahaalamri

   designsbymaha

Refrences available upon request.

INTERESTS

NATIVE LANGUAGES

English | Arabic

MAHA  ALAMRI

Design Intern | MOI | Summer 2019
Supported designers in product research and presentation, and 

assisted designers in space planning and furniture specs and 
finishes. Input field measurements into CAD plans and created 

3D colored renderings. Assisted with presentation/finish boards.

Rhino Student Tutor | GW | 2019
Helping students navigate Rhino to excell in their project 

designs.

Designer | Transformer Gallery | 2018 
Designed the giftshop of the Annual Transformer Silent Auction & 

Benefit Party.

Graphic Designer | TBWA\ | Summer 2016
Worked alongside graphic designers and created visual 

advertisements for different clients and companies such as 
Nissan, specifically for social media platforms.  

President | GW Interior Architecture Student Group | 2018-2019
Organized and planned events for the students such as field 

trips, workshops and lectures with designers, and participating in 
the advisory faculty board.

Student Member | IIDA | 2018 

Student Member | ASID | 2018

Student Member | AIA | 2019

First Place | IIDA | 2018
Neocon IIDA Student Charrette.

First Place | GW Interior Architecture | 2018 
GW Innovation Center Interior Architecture 

Student Competition.

Honors | Volume Zero | 2019
Online Competition to design Micro 

Housing.  




